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BAEC BRIEFIN -l January i3&5

PROBABLE ACTION O4 THME PATIS ACCORDNSE IN THE FRENCE
COURCIL OF THE ARPUBLIC

I. Counsell of the Republic expected teo approve Paris aceords!
1, Action likely by iate @ébrutry.

i. Comsiitutlonally, Council must act within tvo
months aiter (ransaitial of asasure Trom
ssmewhly (by 11 ¥ar 58),

B Last fall, #dendes-France optimistically predicted 20
favorable out ol 115 seadership.

1. sechssical projeciion of Assembly vole aceordiug
1o party makeup of Council sould give belier iinn
absolute majority (170 over 1672}, ‘ ,

., Jomtemad, simple plurality pow seems more likely,

i, Assesbly sciion showed mary sore absigntions
thaa expecied,

2, Eince Council's seslier Comwmunisi membership
wenne snaller vote flatly sagainst Lill, more
non-Coxpunisi Senstors may feel it mafe o
abetais without riskiag bill's dereat,

' Paris press siill coessiders situsiion favorable,
i. Agecording to press, rapporteurs named by Council

committees~—~unlike some in Asmsewbly--are all
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Technically possible for Ceuncil to delay approval until

end of June~-by smending it, which would autosatically

force iswembly reconsideratios and permit Council to

delay fisal Asserbly decision for 140 days. FHowever:!
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Council notl expecied to amend the accords,

Ko reasos 1o expec: Council to adopt dilatery taciles,
But little likelikood that Coumci] would adospt

rush proeedure.

Council could raise constitutional guestion, but
danger s rewole:

Under consiitaticonnl revision of 30 Xov '&4, Council
ear a0 louger oblige Assembly Lo mustier an a&iﬁlnte
asjority in order to override eimilar wsajority ia

Couneil,
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